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*we had backed the wrong horse in supportng Turkey.' Apparently
it seemed that England was a great gainer in the Treaty but in fact
it was not so. The Treaty proved to be full of disappointments and
miscalculations as its subsequent history shows that it created great
troubles in the future and it was responsible for Balkan wars and the
World War I of 1914. Let us see how the Treaty worked:

The two Bulgarias formed the Bulgarian Union under the same
ruler in 1885 in open defiance of the Treaty of Berlin.

Greece and Serbia were constantly anxious to find an opportunity
to add territory which had been originally ceded to them.

Turkey never carried out the reforms in her territory nor she
gave better treatment to her subjects. She had been saved by Bri-
tain in 1878 but she declared war on Britain in 1914.

Cyprus was not used as a first class naval base on account of the
British occupation of Egypt in 1882.

Bosnia and Herzegovina were handed over to Austria for admin-
istration but they were annexed by Austria in 1907. Serbia and Rus-
sia became hostile to Austria for this unjust and highhanded act.
The assassination of the Archduke Ferdinand of Austria by a Serbian
ultimately brought about World War 1 (1914), which caused incalcu-
lable loss of men and money and which disastrously affected the whole
world.

Thus the Treaty of Berlin proved a sad failure. Its terms were
never honestly carried out. It gave rise to many complications and
ended in great troubles for humanity at large.

Q. "The Near and Par Eastern Policy of England has been
directed towards combating Russia's designs." Comment.

The Near East, The slow dissolution of the Turkish Empire gave
rise to international problems generally known as the Eastern Ques-
tion. All the European nations were interested in the affairs of the
Turkish Empire. Russia wanted to increase her own influence at
the cost of this Empire while England wanted to maintain her inte-
grity and thus check Russian designs in that direction. England was
interested because Russian supremacy in the Near East would threa-
ten her in the Far East, viz., India. Hence England's main interest
lay in maintaining a balance of power by checking Russian designs
in the Turkish Empire. The Tsar, on the other hand, wanted the
European Powers including England to agree to a sort of division of
the "Sick man of Europe" (Turkey), but England's interference and
strong refusal checked her designs.

In the 19th century the Turkish rulers became somewhat oppres-
sive and their Christian subjects of Greece revolted against them.
Russia, thereupon, took up the cause of the Greeks against Turkey.
The English people declared that Russia's interest in Greece was due
to her wish to extend her power on the ruins of the Turkish Empire.
They therefore maintained that Turks ought to be supported as the
surest means of checking Russian aggrandisement. Canning, however,